[F] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They crush spice- 
wood,” and there is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They do 
not crush [spice-wood].” 


[G] He who said, “They crush it.” speaks of fresh spice-wood, and he 
who said, “They do not crush it,” speaks of dried spice- wool . 


[H] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They sweeten 
mustard with a glowing coal” [T. Y.T. 3:15A], and there is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches, “They do not sweeten 
[mustard with a glowing coal].” 


[I] He who says, “They sweeten it.” refers to a case in which one 
has put the mustard on the coal. He who says, “They do not 
sweeten it” speaks of a case in which one put the coal on the 
mustard . 


[J] There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They cleanse 
silverware with chalk,” and there is a Tannaite authority 
who teaches, “They do not cleanse silverware with chalk.” 


[K] He who says that they may do so speaks of putting on the 
chalk on the eve of the festival, and he who says that they 
do not do so, speaks of a case in which they put it on the 
festival day itself. 


[IV:1 A] R. Meir says, “Also: one makes a breach to begin with and 
removes produce” [M. 4:3G]: 


[B] R. Ba, R. Judah in the name of Samuel: “But that is on condition that 
one takes out produce by the door.” 


[C] And lo, it has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: Sages concur 
with R. Meir [M. 4:3E -G] in the case of knots which are on the 
ground, that one may loosen, untie, and unravel them, but they 
may not cut them. 


[D] And on the Sabbath they may loosen and untie but may not 
unravel or cut them. 


[E] And in the case of utensils on the Sabbath it is permitted, 


[F] and it goes without saying, on the festival. If a cistern is 
covered with a cover which is tied down, one may untie the 
knot. This in the sages’ view is not tantamount to an act of 
destruction] [T. Y. T. 3:12]. 


